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Judy Scherpelz

Executive Director

Out of thousands of charities across the globe, |
am honored that you have chosen to support the Rocky
Mountain Raptor Program. Every life saved is a life
you have protected and cherished.

| want you to see what your contribution does on
a daily basis. You are more than just a check in the
mail: you are the reason an injured raptor has a
second chance at life, the reason a child understand
the grandeur of nature the first time, and the reason
we can further our knowledge of raptors and
conservation.

This document will show you a summary of our
successes, by “ourpg | include
accomplishments would occur without you.

you,

We are going to follow the story of one young
Great Horned Owl rescued by the RMRP. | hope by
telling you his story, you will see exactly how
important you are to the day  -to-day mission of
rehabilitation, education, and research.

Warmest Regards,

Judy
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Inspiring the appreciation and
protection of raptors and the
spaces where they live through
excellence in rehabilitation,

education, and research.
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A Brief History

The Rocky Mountain Raptor Program began
in 1979 when veterinary students at Colorado State
University's (CSU) Veterinary Teaching Hospital
cared for an injured hawk.

In 1987, the University hired Judy Scherpelz
to expand the student club into a self -sustaining,
community -based program. It became a nonprofit
organization in 2003 and separated from CSU in
late 2006.

Though rehabilitation was the initial

The RMRP retains close ties to the clinicians focus, it became apparent that education and
at CSU, who perform the more complex procedures research would be essential to complementing
and surgeries some of our patients require. Our the mission.

Rehabilitation Director, Gail Kratz, meets every
week with our supervising clinicians to ensure The years have seen a great evolution of
each patient has a perfected course of treatment. the education program. It began as a handful of
We also maintain close working relationships with permanently disabled birds, dubbed Educational
¥ various departments at CSU to provide internships, Ambassadors, and a small number of
' service learning opportunities, and presentations in informational programs. It has expanded to
| courses throughout the university. dozens of Educational Ambassadors spreading
\. 7 Ah K W= our message during hundreds of presentations

each year.

Research has an ever -expanding roll to

_ further the knowledge base of not only the

- = | RMRP but those entities we work with. Each

; ; " year sees the addition of more research to help

7 BEpbed® s ol utions to the probl ems f
" raptor populations.
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Cornerstones of a Mission

Rehabilitation

Seeing a raptor fly back
into its natural environment
IS awe -inspiring,
encouraging us to carry on.
We have been widely
recognized for providing an
excellent standard of care.

Our staff has more than 75
years of combined experience
in healing raptors. Our close
relationship with CSU is
extremely valuable as they
also provide diagnostics,
medical procedures and
surgery for our more
challenging cases.

A Second Chance at
Freedom is the goal of every
admission.

Education

We know our educational
programs are essential to

the health of our community

and the environment. We
present nearly 200 days of
environmental education
programs and public
outreach exhibits in the
region each year.

Through these efforts,
people learn about the
importance of conserving
raptors, wildlife, and wild

places.

ar ms3 s

| These programs inform

and educate thousands of
| audience members, who also
experience the awe of seeing
| these inspirational birds at

l engt h.

Research

~  We believe we must learn as
much as we can about the
raptors we care for and the
diseases and hazards that
affect them in the hope to

find solutions.

The large number of injured
raptors we see provides for
the ongoing collection and

, analysis of data.

Raptors are an important
part of our environment, and
as the top of the food chain,
they are key indicators of the
health of their surrounding
ecosystem. By studying
them, we discover the
presence of toxic substances,
hazards, and diseases, and
potential solutions.




Another Story Begins

Owl Family Takes a
Tumble After Their
Home is Cut Down

It was an accident - while trying to trim a
tree in the early spring, a surprised resident
was ambushed by a large owl swooping at his
head. The rotting branch he was separating
from the tree fell to the grolt
chirps started up a distraught chorus.

The shocked gardener had cut down a
Great Horned Owl nest that had been hidden in-
side the old tree branch. Unsure of how to help
the now distressed family, he called the RMRP.

Tincher raced out to the site and began to

search through the wreckage in hopes that the

Ag al nSt a.” Odds, family had survived.
s Against all odds, all three babies were alive.

a” three bables lt3s a story we relive al mo:
. year. This is but one example of the types of
were alive.

rescues our staff and volunteers respond to.




2015 Rehabilitation Statistics

Admission Species and
Numbers
Great Horned Owl 91
Red-tailed Hawk 44

Ha w83
American Kestrel 29
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Common Barn Owl 12
Ha wk
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Cooper s
Ferruginous Hawk
Sharp -shinned Hawk
Bald Eagle
Burrowing Owl

Merlin

Osprey

Prairie Falcon
Mississippi Kite
Eastern Screech Owl
Golden Eagle

Long -eared Owl
Peregrine Falcon
Rough -legged Hawk
Short Eared Owl

Total Number of
Admissions: 257
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Rescue Cities

Colorado :
Akron

Ault
Bellvue
Berthoud
Briggsdale
Crook
Eaton
Firestone
Fort Collins
Fort Morgan
Gill
Greeley
Grover
Haxton
Jelm
Johnstown
Kersey
LaSalle
Livermore
Loveland
Mead
Milliken

New Raymer
Nunn
Platteville
Roggen
Severance
Sterling
Wellington
Windsor
Wray

Yuma

Wyoming :
Cheyenne
Saratoga

Types of Injuries

and Numbers

(Categories are not mutually exclusive)

Fracture

Emaciation
Head/Spinal Trauma
Hit by Vehicle
Orphaned (no injury)
Window Strike

High Voltage Trauma
West Nile Virus
Barbed Wire

Caught by Cat

Lead Positive
Gunshot

Oiled

Methane Burner

The total number of Bird Care Days in 2015 was

8694 .

For every

day a

bi

r d

I's cared for by

The total number of Bird Care Days is calculated from the day the bird arrives to
the day it is released back to the wild, or is humanely euthanized due to its

injuries.
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