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Director³s Message 

Judy Scherpelz  

Executive Director  

 

 There is no shortage of causes for 

you to support. I am extremely honored 

that you have chosen to lend your 

strength to ours. The Rocky Mountain 

Raptor Program can only continue our 

mission because of your generous support.  

 Your contribution saves lives on a 

day to day basis, and I hope this document 

will show you exactly how you become the 

hero of these raptors stories. You can be 

assured that your faith is not misplaced.  

 The challenges of 2016 were only 

overcome because the RMRP had your 

amazing support and the kindness of your 

heart.  

 I hope by telling you the stories of 

some of the patients you helped to save, 

you will see exactly how important you 

are to the day -to-day mission of 

rehabilitation, education, and research.  

Warmest Regards,  

Judy  

Inspiring the appreciation and protection of raptors 

and the spaces where they live through excellence 

in rehabilitation, education, and research. 
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A Second Chance 
at Freedom 



A History of Compassion  
 

 The Rocky Mountain Raptor Program began in 1979 when 

veterinary students at Colorado State University's (CSU) Veterinary 

Teaching Hospital cared for an injured hawk.  

 In 1987, the University hired Judy Scherpelz to expand the 

student club into a self -sustaining, community -based program. It 

became a nonprofit organization in 2003 and separated from CSU 

in late 2006.  

 The RMRP retains close ties to the clinicians at CSU, who 

perform the more complex procedures and surgeries some of our 

patients require. Our Rehabilitation Director, Gail Kratz, meets 

every week with our supervising clinicians to ensure each patient 

has a perfected course of treatment.   

 Though rehabilitation was the initial focus, it became 

apparent that education and research would be essential to 

complement the mission.  

 The years have seen a great evolution of the education 

program. It began as a handful of permanently disabled birds, 

dubbed Educational Ambassadors, and a small number of 

informational programs. It has expanded to twenty Educational 

Ambassadors spreading our message during hundreds of 

presentations each year.  

 Research has an ever -expanding role to further the 

knowledge base of not only the RMRP but those entities we work 

with. Each year sees the addition of more research to help find 

solutions to the problems facing today³s raptor populations.  

 Going forward, we hope to expand the services that the 

RMRP provides for the surrounding areas. There is so much more 

we can do for wildlife, and you can help.  
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Left: This Red -

tailed Hawk was 

stricken with West 

Nile Virus. 

Because of the 

efforts of RMRP 

and our amazing 

supporters, he was 

returned to the 

wild.  



Cornerstones of a Mission  

Rehabilitation  

 

  Seeing a raptor fly back 

into its natural environment 

is awe -inspiring, 

encouraging us to carry on. 

We have been widely 

recognized for providing an 

excellent standard of care.  

  Our staff has more than 75 

years of combined experience 

in healing raptors. Our close 

relationship with CSU is 

extremely valuable as they 

also provide diagnostics, 

medical procedures and 

surgery for our more 

challenging cases.  

  A Second Chance at 

Freedom is the goal of every 

admission.  

Education  

 

  We know our educational 

programs are essential to 

the health of our community 

and the environment. We 

present nearly 200 days of 

environmental education 

programs and public 

outreach exhibits in the 

region each year.  

  Through these efforts, 

people learn about the 

importance of conserving 

raptors, wildlife, and wild 

places.  

  These programs inform 

and educate thousands of 

audience members, who also 

experience the awe of seeing 

these inspirational birds at 

arm³s length. 

Research  

 

  We believe we must learn as 

much as we can about the 

raptors we care for and the 

diseases and hazards that 

affect them in the hope to 

find solutions.  

  The large number of injured 

raptors we see provides for 

the ongoing collection and 

analysis of data.  

  Raptors are an important 

part of our environment, and 

as the top of the food chain, 

they are key indicators of the 

health of their surrounding 

ecosystem. By studying 

them, we discover the 

presence of toxic substances, 

hazards, diseases, and 

potential solutions.  
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Torn From the Skies  

 

  

 There are times when a patient³s injuries are so 

unbelievable, you can³t imagine how the bird 

survived. This Red -tailed Hawk is one of those 

patients.  

 

 He had been found on the side of a busy road, so 

was presumed to be hit by a car when he was 

rescued. However, during his exam it was obvious 

that his injuries were much more sinister.  

 

 Pellets from a gun pierced his skin, some deep 

enough that they couldn³t be removed except with 

invasive surgery. He was extremely lucky. The 

ammunition used was steel and not lead, and none of 

the pellets had punctured his internal organs or 

broken his bones.  

 

 Cases like this tell the RMRP that our work is 

needed now more than ever. The education that the 

RMRP provides is essential to prevent incidents like 

these. It³s only by inspiring love of wildlife that we 

can hope to protect it.  
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Every Day, A Life Depends on You  

Left : A Red -tailed Hawk heals after being 

shot.  

 

Right : The hawk had thirteen pellet wounds 

scattered across his body.  

òYou CAN change the 

future for wildlife. 

Especially the one that 

needs you today.ó 

-Judy Scherpelz, Executive Director  



2016 Rehabilitation Statistics  

Admission Species and 

Numbers  

Red-tailed Hawk    57 

Great Horned Owl   55 

Swainson³s Hawk  41 

American Kestrel   26 

Cooper³s Hawk   31 

Common Barn Owl   21 

Sharp -shinned Hawk   10 

Bald Eagle    6 

Long -eared Owl    5 

Burrowing Owl    4 

Eastern Screech Owl   4 

Golden Eagle    4 

Merlin     3 

Rough -legged Hawk   3 

Saw-whet Owl    3 

Ferruginous Hawk   2 

Northern Harrier   2 

Osprey     2 

Prairie Falcon    2 

Mississippi Kite    1 

Total Number of  

Admissions: 292  

Rescue Cities  
 

Colorado : 

Akron  

Atwood  

Ault  

Bellvue  

Berthoud  

Briggsdale  

Commerce City  

Crook  

Eaton  

Evans  

Fort Collins  

Fort Lupton  

Fort Morgan  

Galeton  

Gill  

Greeley  

Grover  

Haxton  

Johnstown  

Keenesburg  

Kersey  

LaSalle  

Livermore  

Longmont  

 

 

 

Loveland  

Milliken  

New Raymer  

Nunn  

Orchard  

Pierce  

Platteville  

Roggen  

Sedgwick  

Severance 

Sterling  

Timnath  

Walcott  

Wellington  

Wiggins  

Windsor  
 

Wyoming : 

Casper  

Cheyenne  

Glenrock  

Laramie  

Lusk  

Pine Bluffs  

Saratoga  

Sinclair  

The total number of Bird Care Days in 2016 was 

9147 . 

For every day a bird is cared for by the RMRP, we count it as a ´Bird Care Day.µ 

The total number of Bird Care Days is calculated from the day the bird arrives to 

the day it is released back to the wild, or is humanely euthanized due to its 

injuries.  

Types of Injuries  

and Numbers  

(Categories are not mutually exclusive)  

Fracture     121  

Head/Spinal Trauma   63 

Emaciated     43 

Hit by Vehicle    26 

Window Strike    22 

West Nile Virus    21 

Barbed Wire    10 

Gunshot     8 

High Voltage Trauma   7 

Caught by Cat    5 

Leg Hold Trap    4 

Lead Positive    4 

Methane Burner    2 

Oiled     1 
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