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'Rehabilitation

A Second Chance at
Freedom is the goal for every
raptor that comes into our
hospital. The RMRP staff of
highly skilled, licensed raptor
rehabilitators works closely
with our veterinarians to
ensure the highest quality care
for every patient that needs our
help.

Watching a raptor fly
free after overcoming their
injuries is the most joyous,
encouraging reward for every
ounce of effort it takes to
| return them to the skies.

For every set of wings
that touch the skies again, we
thank our supporters for

providing us with a foundation
‘ upon which we can save lives
each and every day.
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| Education -i Research

around us, the need for
education is now. We believe
our passion for teaching
others will inspire the love and
appreciation of raptors and the
spaces where they live: a vital
way to save them.

true, and we strive for others

to understand the importance

of raptors. They stir the soul

like few other creatures, and

their conservation creates safe -
guards for hundreds of other
species in their habitats.
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As the world changes We believe it is important
to learn as much as possible
about the raptors we care for
and the diseases and hazards
that affect them in the hopes of
finding solutions to the

problems they face.

Diligent work with
n the end we \energy companies, Colorado

only what we love; we will love ¢ Parks and Wildlife, and many -
only what we understand; and
we will understand only what

other entities provides data for
studies that will help us better
we ar e t au g htprotectthe raptors we love.

- Baba Dioum, 1968 The RMRP is involved in
many projects , from genetic
studies to testing powerline !
deterrents that protect birds
from electrocution risk. We are

* always looking for ways to
further our knowledge of
raptors in order to have the best

chance of conserving them.

This quote is so very
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One Last Message | am proud to have been part of thls adventure, but the time has

come for me to start a new journey. | am retiring, entrusting
the mantle of Executive Director to our long -time staff member

A Warm Farewe” and Education Director, Carin Avila. Carin is uniquely quali-

fied and is very excited to start this new path at the helm of the

Thirty years ago, | became the RMRP. | worked closely with Carin during the transition into
Executive Director of the Rocky Mountain her new role, and retired effective December 31, 2017.
Raptor Program. An instant and a life -time
ago, | was charged with taking a student | will still be around as Board Member Emeritus, serving
club studying raptor rehabilitation and with the Board of Directors and lending a hand as needed, and |
turning it into a community resource that | ook forward to still being a pa
ensures excellence in raptor rehabilitation, %, on other pursuits and spend time with my family.

education and research.
| am excited about the direction of the RMRP, knowing
During those thirty years, the | that it moves forward with the same strength and passion that
program has grown and thrived and ibrought the organization this far. With the help of our wonder-
developed an excellent reputation for its & ful supporters, | know the program has a bright future!
work in caring for injured birds of prey, its 1 Warmest Regards,
dedication to educating the people of our

community about the wonders of wildlife in J u d S C h e r e | Z
our world, and its efforts in finding

solutions to the threats that birds of prey
face in our region.

Board Member Emeritus
———
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Inspiring the apprecratron andEEes o
protection of raptors and the:‘ff 'f
. spaces where they live througﬁf'
excellence in rehabilitation, (& P
educatron and research




A 30 -Year
History

It began with
a single hawk.

In 1979, an injured
raptor was admitted to the
Colorado State University
Veterinary Teaching
Hospital. At that time,
there was no organized
department to care for
these creatures, so a
student club was hatched
that cared for a few
raptors each year.

This club needed
direction and funding, and
in 1987 Judy Scherpelz
took over to create the
fledgling Rocky Mountain
Raptor Program as we
know it today.

1979

1987

A student club was formed to care for
raptors at the CSU Veterinary Teaching
Hospital.

The Rocky Mountain Raptor Program
was founded by Executive Director Judy
Scherpelz.

Left : One of the very
first incarnations of
the RMRP raptor
enclosures.

Left : The first
enclosures at the
Environmental
Learning Center
were built to house
Educational
Ambassador raptors
in 1989.



Since 1987,
nearly 6000
raptors have
needed our
help.

We eventually
outgrew our space at the
CSU Veterinary Teaching
Hospital, and the hospital
also needed more space to
expand their services. In
2004, the RMRP became its
own 501(c)(3) non -profit
organization, and began our
search for a new home.

In 2005, the RMRP
purchased 27 acres of land
on Vine Drive in Fort
Collins. Temporary
enclosures, raptor treatment
areas, and offices were
quickly erected and the
RMRP moved to our new
home in January 2007. This
new space gave us room to
stretch our wings and
prepare for the next
evolution of our future.

2004

2007

The RMRP outgrows its current home,
becomes a 501(c)(3) non -profit
organization and separates from CSU.

Left : Small offices are stacked to the
celling , time for a new home!
Above : The tiny critical care room
could hardly hold all of the patients,
plus doubled as a storage room.

The program moves to its new,
temporary home on Vine Drive.

Left . Built during a year
plagued by terrible snow
storms, the enclosures at the
new Vine Drive property were
finally readly for the big move
in January 2007.



Because of the 2017 and Beyond
belief of our |

supporters, we
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The RMRP has faced ' “'y', B & e
many challenges in 30 f}% :
years. From economic By g Tl Grs
crashes that severely DO
affected our supporters, and
therefore our income; to 1 i
epidemics like West Nile Above : This conceptual plan demonstrates how the RMRP wants MO
Virus and the burgeoning to improve our future |, a facility that will help us inspire P J
concern of Avian Influenza thousands and provide hope to wildlife.
that caused a huge influx of
patients or permanent, Hope for the Future
expensive changes to our
biosecurity; to being at our In partnership with the top museum and wildlife habitat designers in the United
"temporaryp home States, Rocky Mountain Raptor Program plans to build a wildlife center in the Fort
enough years now that it is Collins area that will become a destination for children and families from all over
in need of ser i ouColoradoand fromaround the world, a place where visitors can celebrate life and all

living things.

...but because of you, we
know that we can overcome We hope our future will continue to include those who have supported our
any challenge. In our times mission in the past. The dream to create a place where people can connect with nature
of need you were always and learn about raptors cannot be realized without those who believe in taking steps to
there for us so we can be better the world. With the help of our supporters, RMRP will continue to strive for

there for raptors. excellence in rehabilitation, education and research.



Service to Our
Community

Making Strides in
Raptor Protection and
Conservation

Here are just some of the ways
you have enabled RMRP to continue
our mission to save wildlife. In
2017, the RMRP was able to take
part in the following services to our
community and environment:

24/7 Emergency On _-Call: The RMRP
is reachable every hour, every day of
the year for people who have

concerns about injured raptors. We

also help direct people with other

types of birds and animals to their
closest licensed wildlife rehabilitator.

Welfare Checks : Many situations call
for a professional eye to assess a
raptor with a potential problem.
Many of RMRP3®s staff often drive out
to do situation assessments when a
concerned member of the public calls
about a possibly injured or distressed
raptor and we cannot resolve the
incident over the phone. From young
owls stuck in window wells, to

downed trees possibly containing a
nest of distressed nestling hawks,

our team can help find a solution.
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